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2 Table 3: The Mutarrif Cluster Textual Elements
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Reconstructed Text of ‘Al b. Abi Talib’s Scroll:

Similar with the Constitution of Medina:

1.

2.

3.

Equality of Believer’s Life: “The believers are equal in their blood (or lives).”
(3b3tas WSS & haall) (CM: Article 3)
The ransom of captives, ( ¥ 31883 ) (CM: Article 3.a)

Preservation of alliances: “And whoever pledges allegiance to a group without the
permission of their guardians or allies (mawali) upon him is the curse of Allah, the
angels, and all of humanity. No voluntary act of worship nor obligatory deed will be
accepted from him.” (CM: Article 4)

0 93 ayim Ala i Y cpman] (a5 28815 o 450 40l el a o) iy a8 155 s
A Muslim shall not be executed in retaliation for [killing] a disbeliever.” (CM: Article
5.b)

“‘Blood money (for accidental killing), the ransom of captives, and a

Muslim shall not be executed in retaliation for [killing] a

disbeliever.””
Unity and Collective Responsibility: “The believers are one hand against those who
oppose them.” (31 3= (2 & % &5l 3all) (CM: Article 5.b)

Prohibition of Retaliatory Killing of Muslims for disbelievers and killing a person
under the covenant, during the term of their covenant: “A believer is not to be killed in
retaliation for a disbeliever, nor is a person under a covenant to be killed while their
covenant is in effect.”

(232 e 925 & Gate B Y ) (CM: Article 6)

Responsibility for fulfilling fellow believers’ pledge or covenant (sl agiads als):
“The protection granted by Muslims (dhimma) is one unified [covenant]. Whoever
betrays a Muslim upon him is the curse of Allah, the angels, and all of humanity No
voluntary act of worship nor obligatory deed will be accepted from him. ” (CM: Article
7)

Prohibition of committing corruption and offering shelter to corrupt individuals in
Medina: “Whoever commits an act of corruption (hadatha) within Medina or shelters
someone who commits corruption (muhdith) upon him is the curse of Allah, the
angels, and all of humanity No voluntary act of worship (sarf) nor obligatory deed
(‘adl) will be accepted from him” (CM: Article 12)

Sanctification of Medina: “Al-Madinah is a sacred sanctuary (haram), extending from
[Mount] ‘A’ir to such-and-such [boundaries].” (CM: Article 21)
(8 ) ple G5l @oa dall)

Different from the Constitution of Medina:

10. Cursing those who slaughter [animals] for other than Allah
(80 58 58 5 20 )
11. Cursing illicitly usurping land rights
(=0 3l G G 1 G
12. Cursing those who curse their forefathers
(o5 cal (a3l
13. Obligations of Zakat: “In it are the obligations of charity (Zakat)”

(Ralall Gl L )
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Journal of Shi‘a Islamic Studies Winter 2008 - Vol. I - No. 1

The Book of Imam ‘Ali (AS)
(Kitabu “Ali): Al-Jami‘ah

M. S. BAHMANPOUR
Islamic College for Advanced Studies, London, UK

ABSTRACT: All renowned Shi‘a authors of hadith have reported
that with the Imams was a book written by the Commander of the
Faithful, Imam °‘Ali (AS) and dictated by the Prophet (PBUH), which
contained the whole body of religious knowledge and all rulings of
shari‘a. Al-Kulayni reports from Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq, the third
descendant of Imam Husain (AS), saying “with us is al-Jami‘ab; it is
dictation of the Prophet(PBUH) from his two lips and writing of
‘Ali(AS) by his very hand. In it is the knowledge of all Halal
(whatever is allowed) and Haram (whatever is forbidden) and
whatever the people may need”; and hence it is named alJami‘ah,
‘The Comprehensive Book’. Apart from al-Jami‘ah, there are
different other books attributed to Imam ‘Ali (AS), namely, Kitabu
‘Ali (AS), Sahifah al- Fara’id, Sahifah al-‘itq and simply al- Sahifah.
This article explores the validity and the meaning of these reports
and tries to identify each of these writings. It further examines if
these writings were separate entities written on different occasions or
simply different names for the same book.

All renowned Shi‘a authors of padith have reported from the
Imams through many reliable chains of transmission that with the
Imams was a book written by ‘Ali (AS) and dictated by the Prophet
(PBUH), which contained the whole body of religious knowledge
and all rulings of shari‘a.
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